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UM PROF GETS MARINE
ANIMAL NAMESAKE
A former masters candidate at the University of Montana has named a new
marine animal discovery after his thesis advisor on the Missoula campus.

■f

Dr. Gerald J. Bakus, who is now teaching at the University of Southern
California, named the new species after Dr. Robert S. Hoffman, UM professor of
zoology.
4

Bakus attended UM from 1955-57 as a graduate student studying for a masters
degree in zoology.

Hoffman was his thesis advisor.

After being awarded his masters from UM, Bakus spent five years (1957-62) at
«

the University of Washington from which he received his Ph.D.
Bakus specialized in aquatic studies of sponges at UW.

During the course of

his investigations he made identifications of seven sponges that were formerly "una

discovered.”

One is named after Hoffmann, who has been on the UM faculty since 1956.

Hoffmann received a copy of a publication detailing the Bakus finds earlier
this month.
•

The advanced copy was sent by Bakus.

Dedication of the new sponge, podotuberculum hoffmanni Bakus, is included in the
publication.

It reads:

"Because of such distinctive characteristics it gives me great pleasure to name
•*

this new species in honour of Dr. Robert S. Hoffmann, Department of Zoology, Montana
State University (Missoula), who is responsible for teaching me how to plan and complete

<
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a research problem and who served as my thesis advisor in ornothology (birds)."
Bakus' thesis was entitled "The Life History on the Dipper."

The dipper, or

r

Water Ouzel, is a robin-sized bird which is a unique aquatic bird living along fast
mountain streams in Montana and other western states.
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